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On the edge of the Indo-Nepal border in Uttar Pradesh, in the Terai belt, is the 
Dudhwa Tiger Reserve that should be your call of the wild this winter. It is home 
to many endangered animals and over 500 species of rare birds.  
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 With the morning sun, the elephants too 
are ready to slip into the depths of the 

Dudhwa forests, man astride, in a bid to 
seek out the Royal Bengal Tiger
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Barasingha—meaning twelve (bara) antlered 
(singha)—also known as the swamp deer because of 
its marshy habitat, enjoy a life of isolation, except in 
the mating season, when herds come together and the 
males duel to win over the females
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Dense woody thickets lead into fine sal 
forests. Large patches of sal trees open 
into magnificent grasslands, marshes and 
wetlands—the Dudhwa Tiger Reserve 
rustles and whispers, the chirping of the 
birds revealing its best-kept secrets
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Spanning the Dudhwa National Park, Krishanpur Wildlife Sanctuary and Katarniaghat Wildlife Sanctuary, the Dudhwa Tiger  
Reserve is mesmerising with its mammoth list of wildlife—the endangered one-horned rhino, leopard, tiger, hispid hare,  
red-crowned roofed turtle, and much more 
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Over 700 and still counting—the 
Dudhwa Tiger Reserve this year 
witnessed along its Chambal and 
Gerua rivers hatchings of gharial eggs, 
a species of Indian crocodile declared 
20 times more endangered than the 
tiger by the Red Data Book

WILDLIFE  
PHOTOGRAPHY TIPS
• Consider a mix of photographing the habitat around 
the wildlife and also those close-up portrait shots of 
animals in a forest.

• Photos with a low-angle perspective look more 
appealing than shots from a high angle. When on a 
safari vehicle, always try to sit on a seat or on the 
floor to get that low-angle perspective. 

• Always keep the subject off-center. When the 
animal is moving from left to right, keep more 
space towards the right in your picture to show the 
movement of the animal in your picture.

• Follow the Rule of Thirds when photographing 
animals in vast forest landscapes with wide-angle 
lenses. When you see there is more drama in the sky, 
choose 70% sky and 30% foreground, and when you 
see there is more drama in the foreground, choose 
70% foreground and 30% sky.

• When you are photographing animals from a safari 
vehicle in a forest, watch your shutter speed. Never 
shoot below 1/500 sec—it will result in a blurred 
image because you are not standing on stable ground. 
When on stable ground, you can shoot at 1/250 sec.

• Always capture images in RAW so that you have 
the flexibility to bring out a true white balance and 
adjust the exposure to bring out what you saw.

• If required, boost your ISO to 3,200 or higher and 
open your aperture to f2.8 or whatever is lower on 
your camera to get higher shutter speeds on your 
camera during early morning and late evening safari 
trips in a forest. Noise created due to high ISO in a 
picture is always better than a blurred picture.

• When you’re out photographing birds or animals 
in action, be on 1/1000 sec shutter speed or higher 
to freeze the motion of flight. If you have good light, 
I recommend you shoot at 1/2000 sec shutter speed. 
If required, boost your ISO and open your aperture to 
f2.8 or whatever is lower on your camera to attain 
higher shutter speeds. The Continuous High shutter 
release mode which records a burst of images if you 
hold down the shutter button is great for this.

• It’s recommended to photograph in either Aperture 
Priority or Shutter Priority modes. When shooting in 
Aperture Priority, keep a watch on shutter speed. If 
required, boost your ISO to achieve higher shutter 
speeds. Alternatively, you can also photograph in 
Shutter Priority and increase your ISO when required 
to get a higher f-number on your camera. A higher 
f-number will give you a greater depth of field.

• When photographing during the golden hour, try 
to underexpose by two stops. This will highlight 
silhouettes of animals against the orange sky and 
setting sun.

• Carry a zoom lens with a focal range of 50mm to 
400mm to capture close-ups of animals and birds and 
a wide-angle lens with a focal length of 14mm to 
50mm to capture forest habitat.
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